Today there are 4 news articles attached below.

Congressman Praises Action On Pell Grants
US Representative Ric Keller writes in an op-ed for the Orlando Sentinel (12/5) reports, "The last thing Congress needs to do each year before we shut off the lights and leave Washington for the holidays is pass what's known as the Omnibus Spending Bill. It's the bill that keeps the federal government operating for another year. But for 84,000 college students on the edge of being forced to leave school because they just can't afford it anymore, language buried in the House Omnibus Spending Bill will keep them in the classroom at places like the University of Central Florida and Valencia Community College next year. Those 84,000 kids rely on what's known as Pell Grants." Pell Grants "are something both Republicans and Democrats should agree on. Since I've been in office, I've worked with President Bush to increase the Pell Grant program by 62 percent since 2000, from $7.6 billion to $12.3 billion. And as I'm consistently ranked among the most conservative members of Congress from Florida, I often remind my conservative friends that investing $12 billion in Pell Grants actually generates $85 billion in tax revenue because the average college graduate earns 75 percent more than the average high-school graduate." 

Tuition Increases Have Many Alabama Students Struggling To Find Funds 
The Associated Press (12/5) reports, "Tuition increases have Alabama college students looking harder for ways to pay their bills. Tuition costs have risen 45 percent since 2000 at Auburn University. Mike Reynolds, director of financial aid at Auburn, said about 60 percent of students there receive financial aid. In 2000, Auburn students took out about $55 million in federal loans. This year, that number is up to $64 million, he said." AP continues, "Undergraduate students can borrow up to $23,000 from the federal government for their education, which means many of them must work their way through college. 'It barely covers in-state (tuition),' Reynolds said. 'It doesn't even touch out-of-state.'" AP adds, "Meanwhile, the pool of money available for grants to lower-income students in Alabama dropped from about $1.32 million last year to $820,000 this year. The state had to return $446,119 to the federal government because it cut its budget so much it no longer qualified for the matching money." 

Discrimination Complaint Filed Against FAMU Law School
The Orlando Business Journal (12/4) reports, "Edward A. Horton has filed a complaint with the U. S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights, against Florida A&M University College of Law over its admissions practices regarding age and race. In the complaint, Horton, age 61, says that FAMU's use of the Law School Aptitude Test discriminated against him on the basis of age because the LSAT test results show a disparate impact on older test takers." The Business Journal continues, "The LSAT has been under challenge in the past by the Law School Admission Council, a national oversight body on law school admission practices. A 1990 research study conducted by Dr. Linda Wightman, vice president of LSAC, said that LSAT scores and other simple numerical measurements are poor predictors of law school graduation and bar passage rates. Horton's complaint also raises a reverse race discrimination charge against FAMU in that its admission practices at the law school show a discriminatory intent to favor minority applicants." The Business Journal adds, "The complaint alleges that FAMU, a predominately black university and recipient of federal financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education, admitted non-caucasian applicants with lower LSAT scores to its law school to achieve the 'educational needs of blacks and other ethnic minorities' focus stated in its mission statement." 

Bush Lights National Christmas Tree
The AP (12/5) reports, "Lighting the national Christmas tree Thursday, President Bush urged American troops stationed far from home during the holidays to take comfort in the Christmas story and realize they have earned the gratitude of a nation. Light snow fell as President Bush and his wife, Laura, flicked the switch on the 40-foot Colorado blue spruce. 'Separation from loved ones is especially difficult this time of year,' Bush said at the 80th annual 'Pageant of Peace' ceremony on the Ellipse. 'People in uniform can know that their families miss them and love them, that millions are praying for them, and that America is grateful for the men and women who serve and defend our country,' the president said. Before a crowd of thousands that included Iraq war wounded, Bush said the story of Jesus Christ's birth and life can provide 'a light than can guide us still.' As a light snow fell, Bush and his wife, Laura, flicked the switch that illuminated the 40-foot Colorado blue spruce." 
Tree Decorator Proud Of Work. 
The Washington Post (12/5, B7, Shulman) reports, "Yesterday morning, hours before President Bush flicked the switch to make the National Christmas Tree glow, the man who has been in charge of decorating the tree for 50 years showed up to see it. Earl Hargrove, 75, president and owner of Hargrove Inc., the special-events firm that sets up the main tree -- and one for each of the 50 states and other U.S. territories -- came to make sure that all was in place. On a quick inspection, he found none of the small disasters he had dreaded, such as the sign saying 'Virginia' winding up in front of South Dakota's tree. 'It looked pretty doggone nice,' said Hargrove, whose company began installing the White House Christmas tree in 1954." 
White House Christmas Cards Portray Diplomatic Reception Room
The Kansas City Star /Knight Ridder (12/5, Potrikus) reports, "Hallmark's biggest order in years bears a Crawford, Texas, postmark. More than 1.5 million friends, personal and political, of the first family should get the White House holiday cards this week. The most prized cards bear personal greetings. Most don't. All show a watercolor scene chosen by Laura Bush of the fireplace and mantel of the White House Diplomatic Reception Room. A portrait of George Washington, flanked by candelabras, hangs over the mantel. A wreath of fruits frames the fireplace, in which a fire roars. When a White House aide called artist Barbara Ernst Prey of Oyster Bay, N.Y., to ask her to paint the 2003 holiday card, Prey couldn't say yes fast enough. 'It's such an honor to be asked - apart from thinking about where the cards go,' Prey said Thursday. The Bushes gave her free rein of the White House, Prey said." 

Here is the link to all of today's news articles:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
