Today there are 3 FSA related articles:

Iowa State Universities Seek To Avoid Budget Cuts 
The Des Moines Register (12/17, Jerousek) reports, "Iowa's three state universities will be forced to take 'radical actions' such as eliminating academic programs and off-campus education centers if they are forced to absorb additional budget cuts next year, university leaders told the Iowa Board of Regents on Tuesday. Latest state revenue estimates show the universities' budget outlook next year is grim, said Greg Nichols, the regents' executive director. State budget officials estimate Iowa faces a $300 million budget shortfall during the next budget year, which will likely result in cuts at the three state universities." So far, "ISU administrators this fall have been reviewing low-enrollment programs, the structure of administrative units and centers and institutes supported by the university." 

Two HBCUs Sanctioned By SACS 
The Raleigh (NC) & Observer (12/16) reports, "Accreditation decisions announced last week spelled bad news for two of North Carolina's 11 black colleges. The pair -- both small private schools -- were sanctioned for deficient financial resources by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, though they remain accredited institutions. A complete list of decisions was released Monday on the SACS Commission on Colleges Web site." The Observer continues, "St. Augustine's College in Raleigh faced the harsher sanction -- probation -- for the next year. Barber-Scotia College in Concord was placed on warning, a lesser sanction. However, the SACS delivered good news for one black college. Bennett College, one of two historically black women's colleges in the country, was removed from probation. The Greensboro school was ending its second year of probation, meaning it would either regain full certification or lose its accreditation. President Johnnetta Cole, the former head of Atlanta's Spelman College, the other black women's college, arrived at Bennett in July 2002 and has raised $15 million. Recurring money problems have been the undoing of several black schools in recent years." 

Hiram College Will Guarantee Same Tuition And Fees For All Four Years 
The Cleveland Plain Dealer (12/16, Galbincea) reports, " Beginning next fall, Hiram College will guarantee new students that tuition and fees will not rise during their four years at the Portage County campus. The private liberal arts institution is the first Ohio college - and among only a handful nationwide - to offer such a guarantee, according to Interim President Thomas Chema." The Dealer adds, "Chema hopes the tuition guarantee will boost Hiram's drive to build enrollment from 900 to at least 1,200 in four years. But he said he expects the pledge to help even more in retaining students who otherwise might drop out because they can't pay unanticipated tuition increases. Although the rate for next year's freshmen won't be set be-fore January, Chema said, he expects it to be about 7 percent above the $20,440 tuition this year." 

Here is the link to today's news articles on connectED:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
