Today there are 6 FSA related articles:

Sexual Predators Receive Financial Aid To Take College Courses 
FOX-News (12/17) reports, "Some of the worst sexual predators in Florida (search) are taking college courses and U.S. taxpayers are picking up the tab. Federal law enacted in 1994 prevents state and federal prison inmates from getting financial aid. But Florida law, enacted not long afterward in response to a gruesome child rape and murder, allowed jurors to confine the worst predators in mental health facilities. Offenders housed in these centers are not called 'inmates' but 'residents.'" FOX adds, "According to the letter of the law, that means they qualify for Pell Grants (search) dispersed by the Department of Education (search). Family members of victims are outraged over the loophole, but at least one convicted -- and now released -- sex offender said he is entitled to the money and thinks it's a better investment for the state to have the cash go to his education rather than to his housing in an institution. In the past year alone, 54 sexual predators residing in one mental health facility have received about $200,000 to take college courses. Congress is likely to consider amending the law when it returns to Washington, D.C., next year." 

AES Director Participates In Q & A 
Dan Johnston, Regional Director at American Education Services (AES) and the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) participated in a Q&A published in The Ridgeway Record (PA) (12/17). "Johnston was asked how is the financial aid amount determined. He responded, 'The financial aid system is governed by school, state, and federal rules, but most guidelines are federal. Students may receive financial assistance in the form of grants, loans, scholarships, tuition waivers, work-study programs, student employment programs, and discounts based on various criteria.' Johnston said there are two types of financial aid programs, need-based and merit-based. The majority of traditional financial aid programs are based on need. Finances come from the federal and state governments, the universities and colleges themselves, and from private sources." Johnston was asked what is an Expected Family Contribution. He said, 'The Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is the amount the federal government believes a family can reasonably afford, which helps determine eligibility for the amount of financial aid. Parent income and assets, student income and assets, family size, and the parents' dates of birth are considered." Asked how will people know how much potential aid they are eligible to receive, Johnston responded, "The financial aid award letter from a college, university, or institution informs students of how much aid they are eligible for." Johnston also cautioned that eligibility doesn't mean a student will be awarded everything in the letter. In many cases, what kind of funding is available and how badly the educational facility wants the student are also factors. Johnston said to look at two particular aspects on the financial award letter: How much money is there and what kind of money it is?" 

NCCB Recommends $300 Tuition Increase 
The Durham (NC) Herald Sun (12/17, Lewis) reports, "The N.C. Central University Board of Trustees paved the way Wednesday for a $300 tuition increase in 2004. The UNC system Board of Governors will take up the trustees' unanimous recommendation in February, and if it passes, state lawmakers will have the final say when the General Assembly reconvenes in May." The Herald Sun continues, "If the tuition increase is ultimately approved, NCCU's in-state students would pay $300 more than the current $1,653 a year for tuition listed on the UNC system's Web site. Out-of-state students, who paid tuition of $11,022 this year, would have to pay an additional $300 as well. NCCU Chancellor James H. Ammons said the increase would help boost faculty pay, fending off a morale problem, as well as add to the university's available need-based financial aid." 

Montana Board Of Regents Approves New Financial Aid Proposals 
The Billings Gazette(12/17, Farrell) reports, "The state Board of Regents unanimously approved more than $2 million in new financial aid proposals for University System students during a conference call with campus officials Tuesday From tuition and loan assistance to grants and work-study programs, each of the state's 11 campuses devised plans for their share of the $2.7 million windfall Gov. Judy Martz gave to higher education last month. Most of the money will be used to help resident students better pay for higher education." The Gazette adds, "The $2.7 million Martz gave to higher education was part of the $50 million federal windfall that unexpectedly came to Montana this year from President Bush's jobs growth and tax relief initiative. The four Montana State University campuses received $1.07 million and the four campuses of the University of Montana received $911,000, for a total of $2 million. The state's three community colleges received $450,000 and UM got the remaining $250,000 for a distance learning project aimed at public school students in rural areas." 

HCBUs Promote Their Programs At Black College Fair 
The Poughkeepsie Journal (12/17, Valkys) reports, "Tuskegee. Grambling State. Morgan State. Representatives from those and about 20 other historically black colleges gathered at Poughkeepsie High School Tuesday night for the first Black College Fair, sponsored by the Dutchess Community College Admissions Office. The fair, which organizers hope to make an annual event, is designed to expose local students to the programs and education offered by traditionally black universities --schools that usually do not recruit in this area. Local graduates from the universities were on hand to talk to prospective students from the Dutchess County area, including two potential doctors." 

Agencies' efforts to protect personal information vary widely 
By Amelia Gruber 

agruber@govexec.com 

On the one-year anniversary of the E-Government Act, some federal agencies remain ill-prepared to implement privacy provisions required by the law, analysts say.  The law, signed by President Bush on Dec. 17, 2002, requires agencies to ensure that they adequately protect personal information submitted over the Internet or stored on computers. Under the law, agencies must review their privacy measures and share the results in reports to the Office of Management and Budget and Congress. Agencies submitted privacy assessments along with their fiscal 2005 budget requests, and also included privacy reviews in e-government reports due to OMB on Monday. But agencies are "all over the map" on their ability to fully comply with privacy guidelines in the E-Government Act, said Ari Schwartz, associate director of the Center for Democracy and Technology, a Washington-based advocacy group.  The center sponsored a workshop on privacy assessments in late November that drew a crowd of about 150 federal information technology specialists, Schwartz said. IT experts at some agencies seemed ahead of the game on privacy protections, he said, but others appeared to have done "no work whatsoever" to comply with the requirements in the E-Government Act.  Still others were at least interested in "doing it right," but were confused by the law, Schwartz said. David McClure, vice president of e-government at the Council for Excellence in Government, said he has also noticed that many agencies are either unaware of, or confused by, the law's privacy provisions.  OMB is partly to blame, for taking several months to issue final guidelines on complying with the act's privacy requirements, Schwartz and McClure said. The e-government law took effect on April 17, 2003, but OMB did not publish the final guidelines until late September.  "Guidance should have come out about the same time the law went into effect," Schwartz said. OMB is "understaffed on these issues," making it understandable that the guidelines took several months, he added.  But the belated guidelines are not really an adequate excuse for agencies that remain unprepared to comply with the law, Schwartz said. "Agencies should still be responsible," he said. "The fact that there are some agencies that are prepared shows agencies that cared about privacy are able to meet the guidelines."  An OMB official declined to discuss the contents of the privacy reports agencies submitted, but said all agencies handed them in on time. Some are clearly ahead of others on privacy protections, she said. Those that are ahead tend to be agencies that handle higher volumes of personal data, she added.  Even though OMB did not issue final privacy guidelines until late September, the instructions circulated earlier in draft form, she said. "Agencies knew that this was happening," the official added. "It didn't come out of the blue."  OMB will publish summaries of agencies' privacy assessments and make other sections of the e-government status reports public around the time that the White House releases President Bush's 2005 budget request, she said.  Privacy reports are an important component of the E-Government Act, McClure said. A survey conducted by the council last winter found that the public remains wary of divulging personal information over the Internet. This skepticism poses a challenge for agencies looking to boost use of their Web sites, he said.  By reporting on the steps they take to protect privacy, agencies may be able to assuage citizens' concerns, McClure said. The E-Government Act requires agencies to make the privacy reports they prepare for OMB and lawmakers available to the public. It would behoove agencies to not only make these reports available, but make them as accessible and clear to the layman as possible, McClure said.  Even if agencies are not actually enhancing their privacy protections, people will feel more comfortable knowing that "there are processes in place to examine what [information] is being collected and for what purposes," McClure said. People will also want to know if agencies are sharing their personal information with anyone, he added.
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