Today there are 2 news articles for your information:

UTC Appoints Financial Aid Ombudsmen To Help Students Find Financial Aid 
The Fort Worth Star-Telegram (12/22, Mcgee) continues, "Campuses in the University of Texas System have appointed financial aid ombudsmen in the wake of tuition increases. The appointments are merely new titles for administrators already working in financial aid, but they -- and independent experts -- say the officials have information that can make college much cheaper. University of Texas at Dallas Student Financial Aid Officer Cathy Coursey has been appointed financial aid ombudsman, but she declined to be interviewed, saying through a spokesman that she doesn't fully understand her new duties yet." The Telegram continues, "Burt said his staff of about 50 helped distribute $135 million in financial aid in the fall semester. Teresa Sullivan, UT System executive vice chancellor for Academic Affairs, said the appointments are not meaningless titles given to people already working on financial aid issues. They are a way to call students' attention to administrators who can help them, she said." 

Affirmative Action And Tuition Costs Said To Be Key Higher Education Issues Of 2003 
USA Today (12/23, Marklein) reports, "Two national issues dominated higher education in 2003, and both are likely to remain prominent in 2004. Each involves access: College admissions In a 5-4 ruling in June, the Supreme Court upheld affirmative action in college admissions, allowing colleges and universities to use race as a factor in deciding whether to admit students." Meanwhile, "competition for slots at selective institutions is growing tougher each year, which makes applying to college a bit of a crapshoot even for qualified candidates, regardless of race or ethnicity. Some experts expect a revival of the debate next spring, when colleges release admissions data for the 2004-05 academic year." And "soaring tuitions continue to raise questions about who can and can't afford college. The average cost of attending a public four-year school rose 14% this year, to $4,694, says the College Board; private tuition rose 6%, to $19,710. Policy watchers say the confluence of two events in 2004 -- the presidential election and reauthorization of a mammoth higher-education bill in Congress -- promises to give this ongoing concern a higher profile." 
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