Today there are 3 news articles for your information:

Arkansas College Students Learn Technical Career Loan Forgiveness Program Cancelled 

The Arkansas Democrat Gazette (12/24, Blomeley) reports, "The Arkansas Workforce Education Department notified about 1,500 Arkansas college students in recent days that they won't get the money they were expecting to help pay their student loans. Steve Franks, department director, said the Technical Career Loan Forgiveness Program was canceled for lack of funds. Franks said Gov. Mike Huckabee and the Legislature didn't fund the program in the May special session on the budget. Money was tight, and the General Improvement Fund, which funded the program in previous years, was a hot debate topic." The Gazette adds, "Franks said some legislators have talked about trying to get funding for the program during the current special session on education reform. He estimated that $1.3 million would be needed to carry the program through the end of fiscal 2005. The news of the shortfall in the loan program comes a week after Huckabee held a press conference to announce that the state had found money for about 140 students to receive Governor's Distinguished Scholarships. They didn't initially receive the scholarships because of revenue shortfalls." 

Virginia's Governor Seeks To Restore In-State Tuition Rates To Military. The Virginian-Pilot (12/23) reports, "Gov. Mark R. Warner wants to restore in-state tuition rates to military dependents who are legal residents of other states. The plan is contingent on legislative approval of his tax package. The issue of tuition has been a sore point for years among military families stationed in the region. Virginia - despite its sizable military population - is among fewer than 10 states that do not provide in-state rates to military families who maintain residency elsewhere. Virginia's out-of-state tuition rates are often more than three times as high as in-state charges." The Pilot adds, "Legislators approved the in-state subsidy in 1988, but shelved it in 1994 because officials said there wasn't enough money. Warner's budget proposal, released last week, would provide $2 million in the 2004-05 school year to provide the in-state benefit. But the proposal said the benefit is 'contingent upon passage of the governor's proposed tax reform legislation,' which is sharply opposed by many Republicans in the House." 

Denver College Student Says Professor Violated FERPA In News Interview. The Denver Post (12/24, Curtin) reports, "A student at Metropolitan State College of Denver says his former professor violated a federal student privacy law, and he's asking the college to investigate. George Culpepper, a junior at the school, said the college's response will determine if he files a formal complaint with the U.S. Department of Education. Specifically, he said, he wants the professor fired. The law allows him to file the complaint within 180 days of the alleged offense. If repeated complaints are validated and ignored, it could hurt a school's federal funding, Metro State attorneys said. Culpepper said political science professor Oneida Meranto violated the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) when she mentioned his academic performance in a Dec. 19 article in The Denver Post. The act requires schools to have written permission from the student to release any information in a student's education record. In the article, Meranto was paraphrased as saying Culpepper dropped her class because he hadn't done enough of the work and knew he couldn't pass. Meranto was responding -- at The Post's request -- to allegations by Culpepper during a legislative hearing at the state Capitol on Thursday exploring political bias on college campuses. State Senate President John Andrews had asked students to testify to examples of discrimination, harassment or punishment based on their political beliefs." Meranto "said Tuesday that it's Culpepper -- not her -- making a public issue of his performance in the class by testifying before a legislative committee and in previous media interviews." And "school officials said they are taking the complaint seriously but believe if the school is in violation of FERPA, it would require repeated violations and inaction to lose federal funding. A spokeswoman for the U.S. Department of Education was unavailable Tuesday to clarify possible penalties." 

Here's the link to all of today's news articles on conncetED:

http://64.239.47.23/education/index.htm
